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METHODIST CHURCH (CANADA) GENERAL CONFERENCE FONDS. – 1886-1925. – 2.8 cm of 
textual records. 
 
General Conference was established in 1884; it met quadrennially and was made up of an equal number 
of lay and ministerial delegates; it elected one or more General Superintendents, and a Secretary to keep 
a record of its proceedings and to publish journals. The Conference alone was empowered to make rules 
and regulations for the Church under limitations and restrictions. 
 
Fonds consists of the following series: correspondence of the Secretary, 1906-1925; records of General 
Conferences, 1894-1922; records of the Special Committee, 1906-1922; minutes and reports of the 
Agenda Committee, 1914-1922; records of the Court of Appeal, 1886-1926; records of Committee on 
Class Leaders, Local Preachers and Other Lay Agencies fonds, 1906-1914; minutes of the Committee on 
Discipline, 1910-1922; and minutes of the Transfer Committee, 1885-1925. 
 
Open 
 
SERIES 1: RECORDS OF GENERAL CONFERENCES. – 1894-1922. – 91 cm of textual records. 
 
Series consists of files containing reports, minutes, memorials sent from various sources for approval; 
correspondence; and notes re Conferences in general or specific committees or subjects. Arranged 
chronologically by year of Conference. 
 
See also published Conference minutes in Archives library. 
 
SERIES 2: CORRESPONDENCE OF THE SECRETARY. – 1906-1925. – 1.2 m of textual records. 
 
Series consists of incoming and outgoing correspondence from the period when the position was held by 
Thomas Albert Moore; subjects include church union, The Discipline, educational institutions, Bermuda, 
and property. Arrangement is by general correspondence, 1906-1922, followed by church 
union correspondence, 1908-1925. 
 
See Appendix A for detailed file listing. 
 
SERIES 3: RECORDS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE. – 1906-1922. – 5 cm of textual records. 
 
The Committee was composed of the General Superintendent, the Secretary of the General Conference, 
and twelve ministers and lay persons, whose responsibilities included promoting the recommendations of 
General Conference, calling, if necessary, a special session of General Conference, and generally 
watching over the rights and privileges of the Church when the General Council was not in session. 
 
Series consists of two files: primarily minutes, both manuscript and typescript (including Executive, Local 
Sub-Committee, and Council of General Conference Officers), statements and reports, 1906-1918; 
records of votes taken by Official Boards of Annual Conferences on whether women should be allowed to 
become probationers and ministers of the Church, 1921-1922. 
 
SERIES 4: MINUTES AND REPORTS OF THE AGENDA COMMITTEE. – 1914-1922. – 2 cm of textual 
records. 
 
Constituted by General Conference, this Committee was responsible for General Conference matters 
such as publishing an agenda, printing copies of minutes and reports for presentation before the 
Conference, and sending instructions to the Secretary of Annual Conferences re preparations. 
 
Series consists of typescript reports and minutes for General Conferences, 1914, 1918, and 1922. 
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SERIES 5: RECORDS OF THE COURT OF APPEAL. – 1886-1926. – 36 cm of textual records. 
 
The Court was elected by General Conference and consisted of the General Superintendent, six laymen, 
and six ministers, who heard appeals on decisions of: presiding officers and presidents of the Annual 
Conference on questions of law, Annual Conferences and committees and boards of the General 
Conferences when they have exceeded their jurisdiction, committees appointed to settle disputes over 
boundaries of Annual Conferences, General Conferences on questions of law in the committees and 
boards over which they preside; as well as other appeals. 
 
Fonds consists of case files, arranged alphabetically, which include correspondence, statements by 
appellants and court decisions, 1893-1922; records (primarily correspondence) relating to general 
matters, 1895-1926; record of proceedings of the Court, 1886-1910; General 
Superintendent's Court record of proceedings, reports, and court decisions, 1887-1904; 
file of Court member J.S. Ross containing correspondence and other material. 
 
See Appendix A for detailed file listing. 
 
SERIES 6: COMMITTEE ON CLASS LEADERS, LOCAL PREACHERS AND OTHER LAY AGENCIES. – 
1906-1914. – 3 cm of textual records. 
 
The Committee was established in 1906 as a standing committee of General Conference; it was 
responsible for carrying out recommendations re amending The Discipline, the formation of local Class 
Leaders' Associations, the holding of conventions for local preachers and other lay workers, and for 
promoting those agencies which were in decline. 
 
Series consists of minutes, 1906-1914. 
 
SERIES 7: COMMITTEE ON DISCIPLINE FONDS. – 1910-1922. – 19 cm of textual records. 
 
The Committee was established as a standing committee of General Conference; it compiled a Book 
of Discipline and then was responsible for subsequent amendments. This included making decisions on 
proposed amendments (memorials) submitted from various sources. 
 
Series consists of two subseries: records of General Conference, 1910; and records of General 
Conference, 1922. 
 
SERIES 8: MINUTES OF THE TRANSFER COMMITTEE. – 1885-1925. – 5 cm of textual records. 
 
The Committee's purpose was to promote an itinerancy of the ministry throughout the Church. 
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SERIES 2: CORRESPONDENCE OF THE SECRETARY. – 1906-1925. – 1.2 m of textual records. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
Series consists of incoming and outgoing correspondence from the period when the position was held by 
Thomas Albert Moore; subjects include church union, The Discipline, educational institutions, Bermuda, 
and property. Arrangement is by general correspondence, 1906-1922, followed by church 
union correspondence, 1908-1925. 
  

















































































SERIES 5: RECORDS OF THE COURT OF APPEAL. – 1886-1926. – 36 cm of textual records. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY 
The Court was elected by General Conference and consisted of the General Superintendent, six laymen, 
and six ministers, who heard appeals on decisions of: presiding officers and presidents of the Annual 
Conference on questions of law, Annual Conferences and committees and boards of the General 
Conferences when they have exceeded their jurisdiction, committees appointed to settle disputes over 
boundaries of Annual Conferences, General Conferences on questions of law in the committees and 
boards over which they preside; as well as other appeals. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
Fonds consists of case files, arranged alphabetically, which include correspondence, statements by 
appellants and court decisions, 1893-1922; records (primarily correspondence) relating to general 
matters, 1895-1926; record of proceedings of the Court, 1886-1910; General 
Superintendent's Court record of proceedings, reports, and court decisions, 1887-1904; 
file of Court member J.S. Ross containing correspondence and other material. 
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