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VERA CLARK FONDS. –[ca. 1915]-1997. –15 cm of textual material. –39 photographs.  

 

Vera Greig Clark, nee Allen (1896-1997) was medical missionary and deaconess. She was born in Smith 

Falls, Ontario to parents Mary Elizabeth Eugenia (Minnie) Condie and William Thomas Allen. From a 

young age she was active in the church, she played the organ and taught Sunday school which inspired 

her to become a missionary. She did very well in school and earned a scholarship to Queen’s University. 

While at school in 1918 she answered a call for volunteers and went to Latchford Ontario as a 

Presbyterian missionary to serve as the community’s sole preacher. Also while at school she met James 

Mortimer Clark whom she married in 1920 upon graduation. She graduated from Queens with B.A. and 

later a B.A., M.B. After marrying Mortimer they took a train to the first boat sailing out of Canada which 

was to West China to the province of Szechwan.  There they served as Methodist medical missionaries 

living in Jenshow from 1920-1922, and Luchow from 1922 until Mortimer’s sudden death from typhoid 

fever in 1925. After his death, she and their two children returned to Canada where she served as a 

United Church deaconess in Toronto from 1927-1944. In 1944 she remarried to Frederick Charles Clark, 

younger brother of Mortimer, and became the matriarch of blended family of five children. After serving as 

a deaconess she remained active in the United Church for the rest of her life.  

 

Fonds contains two series: 1) Personal Papers, 1918-1997, 2) Photographs, ca.1915-1940. 

 

SERIES 1: PERSONAL PAPERS. –1918-1997. –15 cm of textual material. 

 

Series consists of correspondence and correlating transcriptions from Vera Clark’s missionary experience 

in West China 1920-1925 and her reflections on that experience written in 1979. Also included is a 

scrapbook containing correspondence, ephemera, clippings etc. concerning her life from 1918-1997 and 

a book from her deaconess days at Runnymede United Church.   

  
Acc. No. Box-File Title Date(s) 
2018.204C 1-1 Missionary Letters 1920 
 1-2 ---Transcriptions 1920 
 1-3 --- 1921 
 1-4 ---Transcriptions 1921 
 1-5 --- 1922 
 1-6 ---Transcriptions 1922 
 1-7 --- 1923 
 1-8 ---Transcriptions 1923 
 1-9 --- 1924 
 1-10 ---Transcriptions 1924 
 1-11 --- 1925 
 1-12 ---Transcriptions 1925 
 1-13 Book entitled Mrs. Vera Clark inc. speech by Rev. 

Murdoch MacKinnon and signatures of 
congregants from Runnymede United Church  

1939 

 1-14 ---Transcription 1939 
 1-15 Correspondence Re: Experience in West China 20 Jan. 1979 
 1-16 ---Transcription 20 Jan. 1979 
 1-17 Scrapbook, part 1 1918-1997 
 2-1 ---, part 2 --- 
 2-2 ---Transcription 1918-1997 
 2-3 Passports [Chinese] 1920-1924 
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SERIES 2: PHOTOGRAPHS. –ca. 1915-1940. –39 photographs. 

 

Series consists of photographs documenting Vera Clark’s missionary experience in West China and 
family life, ca. 1915-1940. 
 
See AtoM for item level descriptions of photographs. 


